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KS5 exam preparation club takes place 
every Monday from 3.45 to 5 .00  pm !! 
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Introduction :  

 

In this handbook, you will find guidance, requirements and expectations  such 

as independent learning, a ssessment and other key -skills linked to the study 

of languages at KS 5. Reading and referring  to this handbook is crucial, not 

only in setting the correct learning climate and motivation from the outset, 

but also in receiving support in the developm ent of your learning skills at 

KS5.   
 

òYou are strongly advised to refer to the handbook regularly throughout the year.ó 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1- Course o utline  (AQA exam board)  

 

 

 

 

The 4 main topics of AS studies are :  

 

 Media  = television, advertisement and communication technologies  

 

 Popular Culture = cinema, music and fashion trends  

 

 Healthy Living/Leisure = sport/exercise, health/well -being and holidays  

 

 Family and Relationships  = relationships within the family, friendship and  

marriage/partnerships  

 

 

The AS specification has 2 units  (examinations)  

 

 Unit 1 = listening, reading  and writing test  

 

 Unit 2 = speaking test  
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AS TOPICS (Term 1 to 4) 

 

Term 1  
Week  

Topic + guidelines and class discussion  
MEDIA  

1 * TV viewing habits -  Range of programme s (appeal and popularity)  

-Quelle place a la télévision dans votre vie  ? Et dans la société  ? 

1 * TV viewing habits -  Range of programme s 

-Quels genres de p rogramme sont populaires de nos jours  ? Pourquoi ? 

2 * Digital TV and the Internet.  

-Quels sont les points négatifs/positifs de la télé -satellite  ? Pour ou contre  ? 

2 * Digital TV and the Internet.  

-Pourquoi Internet sõest-il développé si rapidement  ?  

-Quels sont les points positifs/né gatifs  ? Les avantages et les dangers  ? 

3 * Advertising  

-Quelle influence a la publicité sur la société  ? 

-Est -ce que la publicité représente la société/la réalité?  

3 * Advertising  

-Quelles sont les limites de la publicité  ? (tabac, alcool,é) 

-Quelles sont les techniques de la publicité  ? 

4 * Communication T echnologies 

-Quelles sont les principales nouvelles technologies de nos jours  ? 

-Quelle place ont les nouvelles technologies dans votre vie  ? (MP3, mobile, Interneté) 

4 * Communication Technologies  

-Quels sont les avantages et les dangers des nouvelles communications  ? 

5 * Newspapers, magazines and radio.  

-Quelle place  ont -ils de nos jours  ? Sont -ils en déclin  ? 

-Information ou divertissement  ? 

-Lõimage de la femme dans les magazines 

5 Speaking assessment (stimulus card + conversation on Media)  

6 Speaking assessment (stimulus card + conversation on Media) 

6 Listening and reading exam style questions about the studied topic (Media) 
 

7 Writing exam: essay on the topic of Media 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are expected to buy      
a Nelson Thornes text book 
and to bring it every lesson.   
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Term 2  
Week  

Topic + guidelines and class discussion  
POPULAR CULTURE 

1 * Music  (different types of music)  

-Quels genres de musique aimez -vous ? Pourquoi ? 

-Quelles sont les musiques les plus populaires de nos jours  ? Quõen pensez-vous ? 

1 * Music  (different types of music)  

-Quelle est votre opinion sur les tendances musicales  

2 * Music  (place of music in popular culture - personal identity)  

-Est -ce-que la musique aide à former une identité personnelle  ?  

2 * Music  (place of music in popular culture - personal identity)  

-Quelle importance a la musique dans la société  ? (expression dõid®es, reflet des 

différentes cultures, adoucit -elle les mïurs ?...) 

3 *Cinema (types of film/changing trends)  

-Quels sont les différents genres de film de nos jours  ? Lesquels aimez-vous ? 

3 *Cinema (types of film/changing trends)  

-Comment le cinéma a-t - il évolué ? (effets sp®ciauxé) 

4 *Cinema (place of cinema in popular culture -  Cinema vs alternative ways of viewing 

films ) 

-Quelle place a le cinéma dans l a société  ? 

4 *Cinema (place of cinema in popular culture -  Cinema vs alternative ways of viewing 

films ) 

-Lõindustrie du cin®ma est-elle en danger  ? (digital revolution, online films and illegal DVD)  

5 * Fashion and trends  (clothes, image - how we look)  

-A quel point la mode peut -elle créer/altérer notre image  ? 

5 * Fashion and trends  (lifestyle and leisure activities - cult of celebs)  

-Vos loisirs sont -ils sujet s aux tendances / aux modes  ? Pourquoi ? 

-Quelle place ont les célébrités dans la culture de nos j ours ? (en France : la culture 

ôPeopleõ) 

6 Speaking assessment (stimulus card + conversation on Popular Culture)  

7 Listening and reading exam style questions about the studied topic (Popular culture) 
Writing exam: essay on the topic of Popular Culture 

7 MOCK EXAM WEEK 
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Term 3  
Week  

Topic + guidelines and class discussion  
HEALTHY LIVING   

1 *Sports/exercise (reasons for doing sport - links between sport and health)  

-Quelle place a le sport dans votre vie  ? 

1 *Sports/exercise (reasons for doing  sport - links between sport and health)  

-Pourquoi fait -on du sport  ? 

-Est -ce que faire de lõexercice et rester en bonne sant® veulent dire la m°me chose ? 

2 *Sports/exercise (ôfunõ sports vs traditional sports) 

-Quels sont les sports nouveaux  ? Et les spor ts plus traditionnels  ? 

2 *Health and well - being (tobacco, alcohol and other drugs - diet/eating disorder)  

-Pourquoi commence-t -on à fumer/boire/prendre des drogues  ? Quelles sont les solutions  ? 

3 *Health and well - being (tobacco, alcohol and other drugs - diet/eating disorder)  

-Quelle est la part de lõob®sit® dans la soci®t® actuelle ? 

-Que sont la boulimie et lõanorexie ? 

3 Health and well - being (work/life balance -  types of holiday/activities)  

-Quels genres de loisirs préférez -vous ? 

-Comment organisez-vous votre vie dõ®tudiant et votre vie personnelle ? 

4 *Holidays (purpose of holidays)  

-Quels genres de vacances préférez -vous ? 

-Pourquoi sont-elles différentes de celles de vos parents  ? 

4 *Holidays (purpose of holidays)  

-Pourquoi les vacances sont-elles si importantes  ?  

-Quels sont les bienfaits des vacances  ? 

5 *Holidays  (changing attitudes Impact of tourism on holiday destination)  

-Comment est-ce que les attitudes/comportements des vacanciers changent/évoluent?  

-Comment est-ce que le tourisme peut am ®liorer/endommager un pays (ou ville, r®gion,é) ? 

5 Speaking assessment (stimulus card + conversation on Healthy Living)  
 

6 Listening and reading exam style questions about the studied topic (Healthy Living) 
 

6 Writing exam: essay on the topic of Healthy Living 
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Term 4  
Week  

Topic + guidelines and class discussion  
FAMILY AND RELATIONSHIP S 

1 *Relationship s within the family  

-Quel est le rôle des parents  ? Quõest-ce quõun bon parent ? 

1 *Relationship s within the family  

-Quels sont le s droits et responsabilités des jeunes dans la famille  ? 

-Quels sont les conflits qui peuvent exister dans  une famille  ? (droit de sortir é) 

2 *Relationship s within the family  

-Quelles sont les différentes structures familiales de nos jours  ? 

2 *Friendshi ps (role of friends)  

-Quelles sont les qualit®s dõun/une ami(e) ? 

-Quel est le r¹le dõun/une ami(e) ? 

3 *Friendships (role of friends)  

-Peut-on se disputer avec un/une ami(e)  ? 

3 *Friendships (personal realtionships)  

-Lõamour et lõamiti® : amoureux ou bons copains ? 

4 * Marriage and p artnerships  

-Quelle est la place du mar iage de nos jours  ? 

-Que pensez-vous du PACS en France ? 

4 * Marriage and p artnerships  

-Comment les rôles dans un couple ont -ils évolué ? (répartition des responsabilités)  

5 *Marriage a nd p artnerships  

-Pourquoi les divorces/séparations augmentent -ils ? 

-Quels sont les avantages/inconvénients à rester célibataire  ? 

5 Speaking assessment (stimulus card + conversation on Family and Relationships, Media, Popular Culture 
and Healthy Living)  

6 Listening and reading exam style questions about the studied topic (Family and Relationships) 

6 Writing exam: essay on the topic of Family and Relationships 
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2- Basic expectations  

 

 

It is your responsibility to : 

 

-  Arrive to lesson on ti me as learning objectives and other vital pieces of information 

are given at the very beginning of each lesson.  

 

 

 

-  Attend each lesson, thus achieving 100% attendance. Good attendance is important 

as there are many topics to be studied and skills to be deve loped.  

 

 

 

-  Take notes actively during lessons and participate to  the  best of your ability.  

 

 

 

-  Neatly complete each piece of homework to the best of your ability. Combined with 

good class work, independent learning is a decisive process for ac hieving top g rades 

at KS5.  

 

 

-  Catch up missed lessons (handouts, handwritten information and information in 

diaryé) by asking your classmates or your class teachers.  

 

-  Bring your equipment and exercise book  to every lesson  and remember to keep your 

folder as organised a s possibleé 

 

-  Come to the KS5 exam preparation club  regularly in order to practise your 

language skills and prepare for assessments, mock exams and official exams.  

(Every Monday from 3.45 to 5.00 pm)  

 

 

Failing to commit will result in the following : 

 

 

-  Phone call home in order to inform parents/guardians  

-  Lunch or after school detentions in order to make sure that unfinished work is 

completed  

-  Subject reports will be issued and their outcome will be discussed with students, 

parents/guardians, teachers and S ixth Form D.o.L.  

-  Each incident will be logged and if there is no or insufficient improvement, 

meeting(s) with parents/guardians and teachers will be scheduled.  
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3-  Assessment:  
 

Internal Assessment (2011 ð 12)

Assessment task and details of its relationship 

to ôofficialõ assessments 

 

Under what 

condition s is the 

task completed & 

how much time is 

allowed? 

Date by when 

assessment will 

be completed  

 

Grade 

achieved  

1 Speaking assessment (stimulus card + conversation 
on Media)  
 

10 mins 10th  October  

 

 

ééé 

2 Listening and reading exam style questions about the 
studied topic (Media) 
 
 

1hour 30 mins 17 th  October  

 

 

ééé 

3 Writing exam: essay on the topic of Media 
 
 

45mins 17 th  October   

ééé 

4 Speaking assessment (stimulus card + conversation 
on Popular Culture)  
 

10 mins 28 th  November   

ééé 

5 Listening and reading exam style questions about the 
studied topic (Popular culture) 
 

1hour 30 mins 5 th  December   

ééé 

6 Writing exam: essay on the topic of Popular Culture 
 

45mins 5 th  December   

ééé 

 

 Mock e xam   ééé 

 

7 Speaking assessment (stimulus card + conversation 
on Healthy Living)  
 

10 mins 30 th  January   

ééé 

 

8 Listening and reading exam style questions about the 
studied topic (Healthy Living) 
 

1 hour 30mins 30 th  January   

ééé 

 

9 Writing exam: essay on the topic of Healthy Living 
 

45mins 6 th  February   

ééé 

 

10 Speaking assessment (stimulus card + conversation 
on Family and Relationships, Media, Popular Culture 
and Healthy Living)  
 

15mins 19th March   

ééé 

 

11 Listening and reading exam style questions about the 
studied topic (Family and Relationships) 
 

1 hour 30mins 19 th March   

ééé 

12 Writing exam: essay on the topic of Family and 
Relationships 
 

45mins 26 th  March   

ééé 
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A- level exam weightings: AQA ð French AS  
 

 

 

You will be assessed each term  (1-4, exams in term 5) in each language skill s (reading, 

writing, listen ing and speaking) by your teacher(s).  

 

 

A mock exam will take place  in December (Unit 1 & 2). Another round of m ock speaking 

exams will be conducted by your teacher(s) in March/April.  

 

 

Speaking exams (Unit 2) will take place during the second  week of Ma y, 

Listening/Reading/Writing exam (Unit 1) will happen in May/ June.   

 

 

You can go onto the AQA website on www.aqa.org.uk to check the assessment criteria in 

detail and material for assessment (listening exercises, past papers, etc...).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit 1  

Listening, Reading and Writing Test.  

70% of AS and 3 5% of A -Level 

2  hour examination  

 

Unit 2  

Speaking Test.  

30% of AS and 15% of A -Level 

35 minute speaking test  

(including 20 minutes of preparation)  

 

  
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
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Unit 1 (2hours ð 110 marks)  

 

 

A-  Listening section (35 marks)  

 

5 minutes of listening material divided into 2 to 4 sections.  

 

You will control the listening material via CD player.  

 

Only brief answers should be give n to all questions .  

 

You should spend no more than 30 minutes on this section.  

 

 

B-  Reading and writing section (40 marks)  

 

There are 3 to 4 sections, which will require short target -language response.  

 

The test also comprises of ten sentences where you  will be required to manipulate a given 

noun, adjective, verb.  

 

You should spend no more than 45 minutes on this section.  

 

C-  Writing section (35 marks)  

 

You must choose 1 question from a choice of 3: you will answer it with 1 piece of writing.  

 

The question will be based on 1 of the 4 topics studied in class.  

 

You should spend no more that 45 minutes on this section.  

 

You must write a minimum of 200 words (250 to 300 words recommended)  
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Marks criteria for the writing section  (35 marks)  

 

Content 
 

17-20 Very good  Response to the task is fully relevant 
with a good depth of treatment 

 Well-organised structure in a logical 
sequence 

 Points made 

13-16 Good  Response to the task is mostly relevant 
with some depth of treatment 

 Structure is generally well-ordered 

 Points made are generally well-
expressed and justified 

9-12 Sufficient  Response to the task is generally 
relevant, but treatment is often 
superficial 

 Reasonable structure with occasional 
lapses 

 Points not always clearly expressed and 
justifications are only just sufficient  

5-8 Limited  Limited response to the task with some 
relevant information conveyed. 

 Limited evidence of structure 

 Points made sometimes difficult to 
understand and little or justification is 
weak 

1-5 Poor  Limited response to the task with little 
relevant information conveyed. 

 No real structure 

 Points difficult to understand and little 
or no justification 

0 The answer shows no relevance to the task 
set. A zero score will automatically result in 
a zero score for the answer as a whole.  

 

Range of vocabulary 
 

5 Wide range of appropriate vocabulary 

4 A range of appropriate vocabulary 

3 Some variety of appropriate vocabulary 

2 Limited variety of appropriate vocabulary 

1 Very little use of appropriate vocabulary 

0         No appropriate vocabulary 

 

Accuracy 
 

5 There may be inaccuracies, but these tend to 
occur in attempts at more complex structures 

4 Largely accurate with a few basic errors 

3 Generally accurate but with some basic errors 

2 Basic errors are frequent 

1 The number of errors makes the 
comprehension difficult 

0         Errors are such that communication is 
        seriously impaired.  

 

Range of structures 
 

5 Very good variety of grammatical structures 

4 Good variety of grammatical structures 

3 Some variety of grammatical structures 

2 Limited variety of grammatical structures 

1 Shows little grasp of grammatical structures 

0 Shows no grasp of grammatical structures 
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Example of AS essay writing  
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Examinerõs comments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


